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Diverse in Culture 

Woodburn School District is 
an outstanding multilingual 
school district, which 
motivates and empowers all 
students to succeed.  



Diverse in Culture 

5680 Students Grades K-12 

75% Hispanic 

10% Russian 

52% ESL 

12% Special Ed 



Diverse in Culture 

78% Minority 

84% Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch 

All Students Receive Free Breakfast/Lunch 

About 50% of Staff Members are Multi-lingual 

9% Talented & Gifted 



Unified In Mission 

Our promise is to engage, 
inspire, and prepare all students to 
learn and lead in a global society. 



Unified In Mission 

We value: Accountability, Civic 
Responsibility, Diversity, Equality, 
Family, Integrity, Learning, 
Multilingualism, Parent-Community 
Partnerships, Safety, & The 
Individual 
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Our Classes 

Total Student Population: 96 
IEP: 13 ( 13%) 
TAG: 7 (7%) 
ESOL: 25 (26%)   
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Transfer 

Concepts 

Skills 

Knowledge 

Vocabulary 

Grammar (positive/negative transfer) 
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Data? 

  OAKS? 

  APRENDA? 

  Formative Assessments? 

  Anecdotal? 
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Think Time 

  What questions do you have? 

  What would YOU like to learn       today? 



The Challenge 

  Effective teams open their 
teaching to intense scrutiny. 

  Expose vulnerabilities 

  Switch focus from teaching 
to student learning  
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Our Journey - Year One 

  Surprise! 

  Big planning sessions 
with broad goals 

Transfer happens 
through proximity, 
right? 
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Our Journey - Year Two 

We got this.  Transfer became a 
conversation.  

Division of labor... annnnd switch! 

Language Transfer occurs through 
shared vocabulary and repeated 
instruction.  (Conflict = Conflicto) 
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Our Journey - Year Three 

  We need to really focus on 
this. 

  Integration of Curriculum. 
Team in more than name and 
shared students. 

Transfer occurs through 
aligning curriculum to dual-
language exposure. 
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Aligned Philosophy 

  Reading Workshop - 
Atwell/ Rosenblatt/ 
Calkins 

  Writing Workshop - 
Fletcher/ Graves/ Calkins 
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Why Workshop? 

  Flexible goals 

  Authentic 

  Differentiated reading levels 

  Many speaking opportunities 

  Time for interventions 
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Importance of Predictability 

  "Writing is an unpredictable act requiring predictable 
classrooms both in structure and response." - Donald 
Graves 

  Previous years sacrificed writing  

  4 days a week Reading AND Writing 
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Result #1 

  More co-planning 

  Focused discussions on "transfer" 

  NOTE - Must be flexible! 
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Result #2 

  More cooperation / less resistance 

  Less time instructing / more time   learning 

  Clear expectations 
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Result #3 

  Well-balanced curriculum 

  Consistency allows for REAL 
development  
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Think Time 

What structures exist in your classroom(s) 
that could be integrated to eliminate the 
feeling of “difference” when traveling from 
one room to another? 
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Common Structures 

  Shared Supplies – Language rich… 
Bilingual 

  Product Purpose/ Look 

  Instructional Routines 

  Rubrics (work in progress) 
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Supply Boxes 
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Supply Boxes 

3rd Period Spanish 
Language Arts - 
Sandoval 

3rd Period 
English 
Language Arts 
- Davis 

4th Period 
Spanish 
Language Arts - 
Sandoval 

4th Period English 
Language Arts - 
Davis 
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Journal/ Diario 
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Supplies -Notebooks 
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Classroom Libraries 
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Procedural Forms 
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Think Time 

What materials or products could your team 
share and produce in multiple languages 
and locations? 
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Common Products 

  Students see identical assignments in 
English and Spanish. 

  Increases concept transfer. 

  Reduces need for repeated/ additional 
instruction. 



Reading Routines 
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Reading Routines 
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Writing Scaffolds/ Pre-writes 

34 
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Scaffolds 
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Google Doc - Book Log 
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Independent Reading Plan 
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 

These books are 
much too easy 
for MOST 
readers.  Enjoy 
only one, then 
choose 
something with a 
higher difficulty.  
Talk with a 
teacher before 
choosing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples: 
picture books, 
comics 

• Simple Plot (No sub-
plots) 

• Usually only character vs. 
character conflict 

• Static, Flat Characters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples:  Captain 

Underpants series, Big 
Nate, Bone, Easy 
Suspense, Action 

• Plots are realistic, but easy to follow and 
understand 

• External AND Internal Conflict 
• May have: 
      Char v. Char 
      Char v. Self 
      Char v. Society 
      Char v. Nature 
      Char v. Destiny 
• Characters MAY be Dynamic. 
• A limited amount of Themes, and they are easy 

to understand and relate to 

• Written to engage ALL levels of readers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples:  Bluford High Series, Fantasy stories, 

Rick Riordan books, Hi - Lo books, Many 
Graphic Novels 

• Complex Plots with Sub-plots 

• External AND Internal Conflict 
• May have: 
      Char v. Char 
      Char v. Self 
      Char v. Society 
      Char v. Nature 
      Char v. Destiny 
• Dynamic, Round (realistic) 

Characters 

• Lots of real-life themes to build 
strong connections with 

• Superbly written and engaging 

• Vocabulary MAY be challenging 

 
 
 
Examples:  The Lions of Little 

Rock, The Absolutely True 
Diary..., The Fault in Our Stars, 

Most Young-Adult Literature 

These books are 
much too difficult 
for MOST middle-
school readers.  
Talk with a teacher 
before choosing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples: William 
Shakespeare, 
many classics 
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Instructional Routines 
Reading Workshop 

  Common Expectations 

  Time for small-group enrichment/ intervention  

  Students may be reading in either English or 
Spanish 

  Oral language always setting specific 
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Writing Workshop 

  Writing Workshop is both oral and written 
language-setting specific 

  Mini-lesson format 

  Publishing Cycles 

  Daily Practice 
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Word Work 

  Spanish - focus SLD 

  English - Focus spelling, word-attack, 
reading automaticity 
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Word Work (Spanish) 



QuickTime™ and a
H.264 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Word Work (English) 
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Sample Lesson(s) 

English LA -  
 
Study ways to know a 
character and complete 
Character Analysis. 

Spanish LA -  
 
Study kinds of conflict 
and complete Conflict 
Analysis. 

English LA -  
 
One on one discussion 
of conflict in 
Independent Reading. 

Spanish LA -  
 
One on one discussion 
of character likes/ 
dislikes in Independent 
Reading 
 

* Don’t forget that Independent Reading books may be in English OR Spanish. 

English LA -  
 
Complete a written 
Conflict Analysis of 
Independent Reading 
book. 

Spanish LA -  
 
Complete a written 
Character Analysis of 
Independent Reading 
book. 

In English OR 
Spanish LA -  
 
Complete a way to 
share the book with 
others: SchoolTube 
Booktalk or 
GoodReads Review 
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Helpful Structures 

  Room Proximity 

  Regular Agreed-Upon Planning Time 
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Think Time 

  What structures could you borrow to improve 
language transfer? 

  What effective common structures do your teams 
use that we have not thought to include? 

  What do you wish you had a better structure for 
that we have not addressed? 
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Q & A 

Did we answer your questions? 

Did we help you learn what you wanted to 
learn? 

Do you still have burning questions? 
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