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Race  

● DuBois descr ibed “Race as a mat ter of skin and bone.”  
● Phenotype: skin color, hair  texture, facial features.  
● Not genotype: no biological basis. 
● Race is ascr ipt ive. 

○ Racial groups are ascr ibed certain “character ist ics” assumed 
t rue. 

○ Automat ically “ascr ibe” class status to certain races. 
● Racial ascr ipt ions guide inst itut ional policies and pract ices, e.g. 

ext rajudicial killings of black men, etc.  

 
W. E. Burghardt Du Bois. 1897. The Conservation of Races. The American Negro Academy 
Occasional Papers, No.2. Washington, D.C.: Published by the Academy.  

 



Social Class 

● Social class histor ically a signifier  of intelligence, decency, talent  
and overall character 

● Increasing divide between haves and have nots 
● Crit iques point  to lack of mobility between the classes  
● Society reproduces poverty by ghet toizing poor and limit ing 

opportunit ies for advancement   
○ Sociologists -  class segmentat ion/ stagnat ion 
 

 1. Bourdieu, P. (1973). Cultural reproduction and social reproduction. London: 
Tavistock, 178. 

2. Wilson, W. J. (2012). The truly disadvantaged: The inner city, the underclass, and 
public policy. University of Chicago Press.  



Race and Pover t y 

● In pairs of 2 or 3, speculate the ways you think race and poverty 
might  interact .  (5 mins) 

● Share your speculat ions with another group. (5 mins) 
● Reconvene 
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The Inter sect ion of Race 
& Pover t y in t he U.S. 

● White -  9%   
● Lat inx -  20%  
● Black -  22% 
● Other -  13% 

● Nat ive American -  25%  
 

The Kaiser Family Foundation, State Health Facts and Poverty rate by Race and 
Ethnicity. Accessed at www.kff.org 
 
Krogstad, Jen Manuel. (2014). One-in-four Native Americans and Alaska Natives are 
living in poverty. Pew Research Center. Aaccessed at www.pewresearch.org. 
 

http://www.kff.org/
http://www.pewresearch.org/


 
Race & Pover t y in Or egon 



The Inter sect ion of Race 
& Pover t y in Or egon 

“Many of Oregon’s communit ies of color faced significant  
barr iers to economic secur ity. While the median income 
for non- Hispanic Whites in 2016 was $59,521, the median 
income for Lat inos, American Indians and Alaskan Nat ives, 
and Blacks was substant ially lower, at  $46,180, $38,436 and 
$35,723, respect ively. Only non- Hispanic Whites saw a 
significant  increase in median income over the pr ior year.” 
 
 Janet Bauer. (September, 2017). Despite overall economic gains, communities of 
color in Oregon lag economically. Oregon Center for Public Policy. Accessed at: 
https://www.ocpp.org/2017/09/14/20170914-nr-poverty-median-income-race/ 



The Inter sect ion of Race 
& Pover t y in Or egon 

“Likewise, while 11.1 percent  of non- Hispanic Whites in 
Oregon lived below the official poverty line in 2016, 
communit ies of color  fared much worse. In 2016, 14.3 percent  
of Asians, 21.6 percent  of Nat ive Hawaiian and Pacific 
Islanders, 22.1 percent  of American Indian and Alaska Nat ives, 
22.6 percent  of Lat inos, and 27.0 percent  of Blacks in Oregon 
lived below the poverty line. Only non- Hispanic Whites and 
Lat inos saw significant  declines in poverty rates over the pr ior 
year.” 
 Janet Bauer. (September, 2017). 



Race and Pover t y 

● In a different  group of 2 or 3, share your react ions to what  we’ve 
discussed so far on the interact ions between race and poverty.  

● What surpr ised you?  
● Do you disagree with something you’ve heard? Why? 
 
 



Br oader  Implicat ions 

● Racism impedes economic progress for racially marginalized 
people. 

● Black, Nat ive and Lat inx folks are less likely to escape poverty. 
● Results more posit ive for  Lat inx communit ies.  

● Racial ideology frames all racially marginalized people as poor 
and negat ively shapes social interact ion. See Ellis Cose’ “The 
Rage of the Pr ivi leged Class.” 

 



Implicat ions for  Schools 
● Racism and Classism blur the unique ident it ies and contr ibut ions 

of students, their  families and some of our staff. 
● Teachers and school leaders must  embrace the “community 

cultural wealth” that  all students br ing to school. 
● Revisit  ”The American Dream” mythology. 

● Schools need “wrap- around services” to address the social needs 
of families living in poverty.  
● Respect  for  families’ economic condit ions, culture, language, ability, gender 

ident ity, sexuality, religion and other factors must  shape the ”delivery” of 
those services. 

Yosso*, T. J. (2005). Whose culture has capital? A critical race theory discussion of 
community cultural wealth. Race ethnicity and education, 8(1), 69-91. 



Gener al Discussion 

● What steps can we take to embrace the “community cultural 
wealth” of our poor Black, Nat ive and Lat inx students? 

● What kind of “wrap- around services” can be put  into place to 
support  families, of any race, dealing with poverty? How do 
we ensure that  all families have equitable access to these 
resources? 

● Let ’s keep talking about  race.  
 

1. Lynn, M., & Dixson, A. D. (Eds.). (2013). Handbook of critical race theory in education. 
Routledge. 

2. Yosso*, T. J. (2005). Whose culture has capital? A critical race theory discussion of 
community cultural wealth. Race ethnicity and education, 8(1), 69-91. 



Thank you 
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