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KEY RESOURCES 

ODE 2015 Summary of Enacted Education Legislation, 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/superintendent/priorities/summary-of-enacted-legislation-2015-

hyperlinked.pdf  

2015 OSBA/COSA Legislative Summary, 

http://www.osba.org/~/media/Files/Resources/Legislative/2015_LegislativeSummary.pdf 

OSBA 2015 Changes to Interdistrict Transfers (also printed on back of this page), 

http://www.osba.org/~/media/Files/Event%20Materials/SBC/2015/Materials/Hot%20Topics/2015%20S

B%20709%20Primer.pdf 

ODE Opt-Out Forms and Resources, http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=4302 

2015 BILLS 

Subject Bill Policy Section(s) Date of Policy Update 

5th Grade Suspension & Expulsion SB 553 JG 6/2015 

No Expulsion for Truancy 
SB 556 

JG, JEDA 
footnote (v. 1) 

6/2015 

Truancy  Option for IEP Evaluation HB 2597 JEA-AR 6/2015 

Complaints KL 10/2015 

Inhalant Delivery Systems HB 2546 JFCG 6/2015 

Interdistrict Transfer SB 709 JECB 6/2015 

Safety Drills HB 2661 EBC/EBCA, EBCB 10/2015 

Nutrition HB 2404 EFA 10/2015 

Domestic Violence SB 790 JFCF 10/2015 

Sun Protection HB 3041 Forthcoming 

Student Retaliation HB 3371 AC, KL 6/2015, 10/2015 

Criminal Records Check HB 2412 GCDA/GDDA 6/2015, Forthcoming 

Sick Leave SB 454 GCBD Forthcoming 

Opt Out HB 2655 IL, ILBA Forthcoming 
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2015 Legislative Session Key Facts:  Changes to Interdistrict Transfers 

Senate Bill 709 - Modifies Interdistrict Transfer Law - All Changes Effective June 18, 2015.  Please note:  it 
does not make any changes to Oregon’s Open Enrollment Law. 

 Clarifies that districts may revoke transfers for not meeting behavior requirements or attendance standards, 
but not for academic reasons.  

 Clarifies that a student whose transfer has been revoked may not apply for a transfer to the same district for 
the next academic year.  Under the old law, if a district revokes a transfer the student can immediately reapply 
and the district must accept the student if there is an opening available.  

 Students who move over the summer are allowed to stay for the subsequent school year.  This is similar to 
the “mid-year” move provision that currently allows students to finish out the school year and requires both 
districts to approve.  This provision is only good for the subsequent school year. 

 Changed the law so that a student does not need to get a new transfer to keep attending the same district if 
their family makes subsequent moves.  If a student lives in district A, transfers to B and subsequently moves to 
C, they won’t need a new transfer between B and C.  The old law requires a new transfer between B and C. 

 Clarifies districts can ask for sibling information and school preference on interdistrict transfer application 
forms. 

 Allows ODE to clarify what constitutes a “hardship” transfer to give districts more latitude to deal with 
situations as they arise with individual student circumstances.  This will be done by administrative rule and will 
likely take 4-6 months. 

 There would be a ban on using state school fund dollars to do out of district marketing like buying 
ads/billboards or doing direct mailers into neighboring districts for interdistrict transfers. This is similar to the 
prohibition on these activities for Open Enrollment.   

 Districts will be allowed to give lottery preference for interdistrict transfer slots to students who move 
during the school year or over the summer and were granted consent to finish out the school year or subsequent 
school year, respectively.  Here is an example of how this works: Sally Smith’s family moves in August and 
has missed the IDT window for the upcoming school year. The law now allows her to stay for the next school 
year AND if she wants to apply for a transfer when the next transfer window opens, the district may give her 
preference if there are more applicants than slots available. 

 Allows districts to give lottery preference for interdistrict transfer slots to students who have attended 
charter schools in their district for at least three consecutive years, finished the highest grade at the charter 
school and have not enrolled and attended school in another district after completing the highest grade at the 
charter school. 

 The law also allows districts to give the same preferences for outgoing lotteries as they are allowed to do 
for incoming lotteries.  The list of lottery preferences now includes:  siblings, mid-year move students, summer 
move students and specified charter school students. 

Questions:  Morgan Allen, Legislative Specialist - Oregon School Boards Association  

mallen@osba.org   503-588-2800 




