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PRESENTATION GOALS

● Describe Oregon’s role in leading the nation in integration of ethnic 
studies standards

● Provide overview of ethnic studies standards adoption process: What 
has been accomplished so far and what lies ahead

● Highlight examples of districts initiative for 2021 school year

● Outline ODE’s next steps in implementation support 

 



OREGON LEADS THE NATION ON ETHNIC STUDIES

● Currently eight states have recent legislation for a form of 
ethnic studies

● Oregon’s approach to ethnic studies is unique
1. The standards are K-12.  Most states have a secondary approach.
2. The standards are integrated and required. Most states are focused 

on an elective.
3. The standards are not a curriculum. California’s public fight over 

inclusion and exclusion in the curriculum was avoided by focusing on 
standards with ethnic studies concepts.



WHY ETHNIC STUDIES IN OREGON

● In testimony to local school boards and the Oregon Legislature, 
students identified the need to see themselves reflected in social 
science classrooms

● Students and teachers identified the benefits to all students of a 
more complete and inclusive understanding of U.S. and Oregon 
history. 

● Effective social science teachers have long recognized that 
instructional materials and social science topics connected to the 
lives of students created more engaging lessons and deeper 
learning. 

The State Board of Education recognizes the importance of an 
ethnic studies perspective integrated into social science 
standards.

https://vimeo.com/610269262


Windows, Mirrors, and Sliding Glass Doors



2021 SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS 

● The ethnic studies law did not create ethnic studies 
standards or an ethnic studies class

● Ethnic studies concepts and perspectives were integrated 
into the social science standards (History, Geography, 
Economics, Civics, Social Science Analysis) - Replaced 
“Multicultural”

● The changes in the standards from 2018 to 2021 are 
highlighted for educators, but there is no domain labeled 
as ethnic studies



ETHNIC STUDIES TIMELINE 2019-2027 

2024-2026

Social Science Standards 
Review and Revision and 
Instructional Materials 
Adoption
Next cycle of standards review will 
begin in 2024

2026-2027

Required Implementation of Social 
Science Standards (integrating 
Ethnic Studies)

HB 2023 set 2026-2027 SY as date for required 
adoption of new standards to align with district 
instructional materials adoption and to allow ODE 
to solicit high-quality instructional materials for 
review and identification

.

2018-2020

Ethnic Studies Law 
Passed and Standards 
Developed 

Advisory group, teacher panel, 
feedback sessions.

Feb. 2021

State Board of Education 
Adopts New Social Science 
Standards
(integrating Ethnic Studies)
Optional implementation for 
districts until 2026-2027.

Districts moving toward 
readiness  

 Building supporting resources

2021-2026



ETHNIC STUDIES RESOURCES 

● FAQ for ethnic studies implementation

● Inclusive Education Reference Guide 

● Information distributed in Soc. Sci. Newsletter

● Monthly featured classroom resource

● Continued updates in Teacher Resources and Classroom Resources 

● Partnerships with local organizations creating teaching materials 

● New resource hub on Oregon Open Learning  

● Collaboration with OJMCHE for teacher training on ethnic studies content

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/socialsciences/Documents/Ethnic%20Studies%20Standards%20FAQ%20April%202021%20update.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FkXq3H6TQl0yQyPjASHyICvTOXhs3HOy/view?usp=sharing
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORED/bulletins/2ee34ff
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORED/subscriber/new?topic_id=ORED_127
https://www.tcpress.com/teaching-critically-about-lewis-and-clark-9780807763704
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/socialsciences/Documents/April%202021%20Recommended%20Non%20Textbooks%20Ethnic%20Studies.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19kMjtup7Osu6G92oygi3_j7io-6IzDbm/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104116589314409082112&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AAxlZT3sw0jFqDA6wVDtcITRHrh_tiuV/view?usp=sharing
https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/oregon
https://www.ojmche.org/teach-learn/professional-development/


INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 
REFERENCE GUIDE 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FkXq3H6TQl0yQyPjASHyICvTOXhs3HOy/view?usp=sharing


GETTING READY FOR 2026-27  

● Alongside educators, determine what professional learning is needed to lead 
and teach for the 2026 social science standards. 

● Create and support conditions for equity learning in the district.
● Review/audit your current social science curricula to determine the level of 

congruence or incongruence with the new standards. 
● Harness student voice and engage community and families around ethnic 

studies. 
● Develop and share with educators, students, and families information about 

the new Social Science standards and highlight ethnic studies. Share what they 
are, what they aren’t and ensure transparency and communication. 



TEACHING ETHNIC STUDIES IN THIS MOMENT



ETHNIC STUDIES ≠ CRT

● The attacks invoking the dangers of Critical Race Theory are centered on concerns 
about the teaching of history and social science

● How we define America and Americans and how the American story is re-evaluated

● Every Student Belongs, Pride Symbols, BLM Flags, Ethnic Studies, ABAR Trainings, 
challenge tradition, status, and identity

● The 2021 Standards provide social science teachers with state support AND raises 
the potential for conflict in certain communities

● Through all of this the kids are listening and feeling and responding. How do we 
continue to hold our students most underserved by the system at the center?



Southridge girls soccer team 
protests at Newberg  September 17 2021



ODE SUPPORT FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Hate Symbol Explainer Toolkit PDF

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/SchoolSafety/Documents/ESB%20Guidance%20v2.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/SchoolSafety/Pages/EveryStudentBelongs.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/SchoolSafety/Documents/hate%20symbols%20one%20pager%20v2.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/SchoolSafety/Pages/EveryStudentBelongs.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/SchoolSafety/Documents/Every%20Student%20Belongs%20Bias%20Incident%20Response%20Guide.pdf


SUPPORTING DISTRICTS IN DIFFERENT STARTING PLACES

Adopted Standards and 
Materials in 2018-2019

Adopted in 2018 or 
Behind on Adoption

Behind on Adoption

Use 2018
Provide professional 

development in preparation 
for 2026

Adopt 2021 with district 
supported trainings

Adopt 2018 
Standards and Inst. materials

2026 & 2027 SY 
ODE Reviews and Identifies Instructional Materials.

All districts adopt and implement 2026 Ethic Studies Social Science Standards.




