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Today We Will Discuss:

What does it take to get families into schools to connect
with teachers?

What are Pre-K — grade 3 literacy activities that can be
easily implemented at home through the guidance of a
family member?

How can schools foster ongoing partnerships that
support literacy development at home?

What resources are available to help get started in
working with families to reinforce literacy development
at home?

Family Engagement

Outside of the instructional environment, family
engagement is one of the most important factors
impacting student success.

The benefits of family engagement in education are
even more acute for vulnerable populations including,
but not limited to, low income and ethnically diverse
families that are disenfranchised by education systems

(Henderson, Mapp, Johnson, & Davies, 2007).
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What does it take to get
families into schools to
connect with teachers?

aren Mapp, Harvard Graduate School of Education

4 Types of Schools

Fortress: “5-minute only parking”

Come-If-We-Call: Only come when we call you

Open Door: Parents can come support learning

Partnership: Families have a voice in what is going
on

What type is your school?




How Can We Become a
Type 4 School?

o Ensure communication is regular, meaningful, and
two-way regarding student achievement

o Include parents in decision-making processes, such
as Site-based Committees and Parent Advisory
Committees **

o Involve parents in the campus planning process **
o Volunteer in the classroom and/or the school
o Observe the activity in your child’s classroom

o Warmly and professionally greet families when
arriving at the school

Texas Parent Empowerment Toolkit
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Immigrant Families

“Traditional parent involvement programs, like back-to-
school nights and parent-teacher conferences, were
created decades ago, and they meet the needs of parents
who are knowledgeable about and comfortable with the
American educational system . . .

Many immigrant families, however, find them
overwhelming or intimidating and they do not attend.”

Eileen Gale Kugler, Teach Immigration blog

Go beyond traditional programs for
family involvement

Develop programs based on the background, needs and

interests of the specific immigrant families in that community.

A welcoming parent center with bilingual staff can provide space
for immigrant parents to begin to feel comfortable at school.

Explore non-threatening ways to encourage immigrant
parent involvement:

® 3 classroom celebration of children’s writing where family
members accompany their child;

® a breakfast with their child before work with a personal moment
with the teacher; or

® 3 culture-specific program.

Eileen Gale Kugler, Teach Immigration blog




Go beyond traditional programs for
family involvement:

® Targeted small group activities can be more welcoming
and effective.

® After parents become comfortable in these meetings, it
is important to find ways to connect immigrant families
with other families in the school, through classroom-
based activities or school-wide projects where families
work side-by-side.

- Eileen Gale Kugler, Teach Immigration blog -

Get Out Into the Community

® Some families find it intimidating to just walk through the
school doors. Others may be concerned about going to an
“official” building, worried about their own immigration status
or that of a loved one.

® Parent meetings can be held in community rooms or at
religious institutions in the neighborhood. A meeting at a
public library can be a comfortable way to introduce
immigrant parents to this valuable resource. Sometimes a
lunchroom at a local business is a great place to connect
with parents who can't leave work.

® If your school has a process for conducting home visits, they

can be an effective way to build relationships with immigrant
families.

- iileen Gale Kugler, Teach Immigration blog I ‘

Invite Families in
Multiple Ways

® Include personal notes home with the child, individual
texts, emails and follow-up phone calls — the more
personal, the better. Use multiple ways to get the
message out.

® Notices in local foreign-language newspapers and fliers
at ethnic restaurants, markets, or other community
venues can be particularly valuable.

Eileen Gale Kugler, Teach Immigration blog
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Connect with Mentors

® Connecting immigrant parents with long-time parent
leaders, as welcoming friends or mentors, can be a
powerful way to build relationships.

. Eileen Gale Kugler, Teach Immigration blog

Type 4 School

® The most effective family engagement begins with an
understanding of the background, interests and needs
of the particular families within that community.

What is one concrete action
that your school can take to
become a Type 4 School?
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Staging A Successful Family
Learning Event

National Center for Families Learning

® Family Learning Event Guide: Staging a Successful
Family Learning Event:
® |ncreasing Attendance

Developing a Plan

Family event implementation checklist

Advertising for family events

Sample agendas

— T,

Family Learning

Event Guide

Staging a Successful
Farily Lsarning Event

ing.org/pdf/Cultivating-Readers-Eve I

What are Pre-K — grade 3 literacy
activities that can be easily
implemented at home through the
guidance of a family member?




One Possible Model

KICK-START
Kindergarten
Readiness

Alisor\‘ Beppet.
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Parent Letters

u il

Kick Start Kindergarten Readiness by Alison Pepper

Structuring Activities
What Do | Need?
What To Do
What is My Child Learning?

What the Research Says

Kick Start Kindergarten Readiness by Alison Pepper




Labeling at Home

‘What Do | Need?

What to Do

Whatis my child Loarming?

‘What the Research Says

Kick Start Kindergarten Readiness by Alison Pepper
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Systematic Follow-Up with
Families
Have ongoing dialogue:
How did it go?
Which activities were more successful?

Which may require more explanation?

Provide opportunities for formal and informal
conversations.

Where to Find Home Activities

National Center for Families Learning
Reading & Standards

Activities for parents to help children meet reading
standards in 3 different areas:

® Literature

® |nformational Text

® Foundational Skills

http:/familieslearning.org/html/readingstandards/rs-hc-home-con-home.php




Where to Find Home Activities

National Center for Families Learning

® Home Connections: Foundational Skills

Kindergarten j New Topic

A Play a listening game fo help your child practice blending sounds. Say a word broken inlo parts and ask your
a child to put the word back fogether. You'l say the consanantls) saund at the start of 2 syllable, then pause
———— and say the ending part. Ask your chid to blend the saunds together to form & word. Begin by saying a
simple word, pausing between the parts. For example, you say, /rf pause /an’ and the child says *ran.” At first, vary the beginning
sound and keep the same ending sound For example, after *ran” you might try “man,” ~van,” “can.” You could also keep the same

sound at the beginning and change the ending sound, ke *man," “mice, “mix.”

Where to Find Home Activities

National Center for Families Learning

® Home Connections: Foundational Skills

ard-Sth Grade N

Third graders are learning to recognize and know the meaning of common suffixes. Fourth and fifth graders
a continue to build these skills in reading words. Show your child a word with a suffix and talk about what the
“sion," “ly,""-al" and

word means. Commen suffixes are “Jess,” “y," “ible," “-able,” “ness,” “:menL" “ion,
“al". For example, the word *painless” has the suffix *Jess" which means without or lacking...s0 “palnless” means without pain.
“Sleaveless” means without sleeves. The suffix “-able” means capable of or suited for...so washable is able 0 be washed.

“Breakable” means is able to be broken. Challenge your child to look for words with suffixes on signs, menus, food |abels, or in

recipes you use logether.
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Cultivating Readers
Making Reading Active and Fun!

Tips 0 grom e s forages
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Six to Elght
Years Old

Bafors, During, Rar covelss 330 ko et
buld vacabulary,

After Reading

Wondoropolis
National Center for Families Learning

® To spark new paths of wonder and discovery in family
and classroom settings by asking intriguing questions.

* New wonders of the day are posted daily and connect
engaging informational text to content areas across the
curriculum.

® Each wonder meets multiple common core state
standards, particularly for reading and language.

10
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About Wonderdw  WonderGround  Denste  Contact

Search Wonderopolis.

Wonder of the Day #2104
How Does a Wetsuit Work?

4. Coth, Paitis Ocwun, sy,

* How does a wetsuit work? To stay the warmest in water, SHARE THIS WONDER
. ¥ should be what?
+ Are wetsuits meantto keep you dry? =0@E -0~

Today's Wonder of the Day was inspired by Kyle. Ky
Wonders, "How does a wet suit work to keep you
warm?" Thanks for WONDERing with us, Kyle!

Cr=

hen you think of places on Earth that you'd like to
explore, what comes ta mind? A des
the middle of the Pacific Ocean? A mourtaintop
deepin the Himalayas? A jungle deep in the heart of the
Amazon rainforest?

ted istand in

All of these places would make great places to explore.If you look
ata glabe, though, you'l realize that some of the most
unexplored placss on Earth are undarwater. After al, most of

Earth s cavered by oceans!

f'you plan to go exploring desp under the sea using scuba gear,
there's ane essential item you'e going to need: a watsuit.

awettle” by surfers, protaction
fram cold water temperatures for a variety of watersports,

f you've ever seen awetsuit, you might think that its purpose is to
keep out water, However, thats not the case at alll Wetsuits arent

Try It Out

Are you ready to dive into some fun? Grab a friend or family member to help you check
out the following activities:

 Have you ever tried on  wetsuit? Ask a fiend or family member

totake you to 3 local dive Shop OF Sprting goods staore to check Wonder Sources
out the selection of wetsuits available. If possible, try one on.
What da yau think? I8 it comfortable? How do you think it wauld * hitps:fwan.evo com/guides watsuit-thickn
feelin the water? e —
o oyou o hups:/fwwwnatisoalgeogruphicsigencyclope

‘compared to warm or hot water? With just & few simple dinfwetsuit/
Supplies. you can e for yourself how water temaerature affects
molecules. Ask a friend or family member to help you conduct

this simple Water Temperatufe Ex;

o Mtps:ffwwthoughtca com Mow-dots-s-wetsu

ment at home.

° wh

i your faverite temperature? fyou could order any weather
fortoday, what would it be? Some pecple prefer 70-degree weather,
o uppast
Whatever your drawa
bath and carefully adjust the temperature of the water to match

your ehosen’parlect” tamparature using a tharmomater. Now jump g

in'the bath, Kow does It feel? Does 70-degres watet feel as warm as
70-degrea i feels? Why or why not?
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Where to Find Home Activities

A Path to Success

Helpyour child learn to read and
write with prag s and
expert-a

For Parents & Families

For Schools & Districts

https://improvingliteracy.org/

For State Agencies
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Tools & Events

@

Resource Repository

Recormmended websites, donrionds,ang
videos from reable sources.

Find Resources

g

Improving Literacy Briefs

Research summaries nd infograghics
ik it

Read Briefs )

m

State of Dyslexia

Dyslesialegisiationinthe Urited Statesof

Ameria

Explore the Map

L]
Ask an Expert

Ourexperts ansmes your fteracy-reated

Glossary of Terms

nsof hard or unwsual words
educational feld

Events & Opportunities

Upcomingregional rofessional

ent, warlkshaps, and conferences.

Resource Repository

Find recommended websites, downloads, and videos from reliable

sources.

ind Resources

+ ByAudience

+ By Topie

Advocscy
Assessments
Audtory Processing

@ Begiming Reading

33Results

A Child Becomes a Reader: Proven
1deas from Research for Parents
[Kindergarten through Third Grade) &

describes e ents

A Parent's Guide to Effective
Instruction Fact Sh

-

Read  factsheet hat discusses efective

ove resdioy
g fram indergarten

Alabama Continuum of Literacy

https://improvingliteracy.org/resource-

andimplement effectve nstruction

Biq Dreams: A Parents & Farmilies Book

iu: repository?field_audience_tid%5B%5D=2&field_topic_tid%5B%5
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A ot e for L

1 Introduction

3 The Building Blocks of Reading and Wrifing

9 Kindergarten

9 What o do ot home

12 What o kook for in kindergarien classrooms

15 What children should be able to do by the end of kindergarten
19 First Grade

19 What fo do of home

20 What fo look for in fist grade classrooms

24 What children should be obe o do by he end of st grode
27 Second and Third Grades

27 Whoi fo do of home

28 Whot fo ook for in second and fhird grade clossrooms

31 What children should be able o do by the end of secand grode

34 What children should be able to do by the end of tird grade

36 Some Helpful Terms to Know
38 Bibliography

38 Resources for Parents and Caregivers

m' Ml.nichd.nih.govlgublicationslgubsldocumentslreading p - -

First Grade: What to Do at Home

Encourage your child to spell and write

1. Say a word your child knows and have him repeat the word. Then help him write
the word the way he hears it

2. Write a word on paper and cut the letters apart (or use plastic or foam letters).
Mix the letters and have your child spell a word by putting the letters in order.

3. Asyou are reading with your child, point out words that have similar spellings,

such as hop and pop. Ask him to write similar words, for example, top, mop, and cop.
4. Encourage your child to write often—for example, letters and thank-you notes,
simple stories, and grocery lists.

https://www1.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/documents/readingk-3.pdf
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New Kid Zone!

The Literacy Playground for Kids &

Families!

https://improvingliteracy.org/
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Listen

Find Books to Listen To!

Knots on a Counting Rope ¥
nie Baztlett & William Daniels

by Haylie

https://improvingliteracy.org/kid-zone

Read

Find Books to Read!

/
|- /s

Black Beauty - Young Folks
Edition

) \ e

https://improvingliteracy.org/kid-zone

14
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Explore Games to Play!

MARTHA

SPEAKS.

Martha Speaks True Stories

https://improvingliteracy.org/kid-zone

bz |

Activity

1. Take a few minutes to go to the website of either:

The National Center for Families Learning; or

The National Center for Improving Literacy

2. Explore the resources. Be ready to share one resource
that you found with the whole group.

How can schools foster
ongoing partnerships that
support literacy development at
home?

15



The Goal: “Cradle to career
educational partnerships between
home and school”

To Sustain Efforts . . .

Engagement initiatives must include a concerted
focus on developing adult capacity:

® PD for educators

® Academies, workshops, trainings for families

The Dual Capacity Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships, U.S.
Department of Education

|— —d

Organizational Conditions

Systemic: across the organization
Integrated: embedded in all programs

Sustained: resources and infrastructure

The Dual Capacity Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships, U.S. Department of Education

—d
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What resources are available to
help get started in working with
families to reinforce literacy
development at home?

=

ST ‘,‘;m
€E yre

Resources

Karen Mapp, Harvard Graduate School of Education:
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/14/11/building-capacity-family-
engagement

The Dual Capacity Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships,
U.S. Department of Education: https://www?2.ed.gov/documents/family-
community/partnership-frameworks.pdf

Texas Parent Empowerment Toolkit:
http://www.esc16.net/upload/page/0362/docs/Parent%20Empowerment%

20Toolkit%20new.pdf

Teach Immigration blog: Immigration In and Out of the Classroom:
http://teachimmigration.blogspot.com/2015/11/engaging-immigrant-
parents-as-
partners_10.html?utm_source=Strategies+for+diverse+schools&utm_cam
paign=Dec+diversity+promo&utm_medium=email

Kick Start Kindergarten Readiness by Alison Pepper
published by Gryphon House:
https://www.gryphonhouse.com/books/details/kick-start-
kindergarten-
readiness?gclid=CjwKCAjws6]VBRBZEiwAKIfZ2pFxnp
HIJOLRGOe5uvgdMOac4 Z3DMysqiOOmWNF2t5ktca
ToTKTShoCbSUQAVD_BwE

National Center for Families Learning:
http://familieslearning.org/

National Center for Improving Literacy:
https://improvingliteracy.org/family
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For More Information:

Contact:
Carrie Thomas Beck
Oregon Department of Education

carrie.thomas-beck@state.or.us

503.947.5833

Thank you for your participation today!
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