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$7.235 billion is a step backward for 
North Clackamas Schools.  It is not 
enough to continue current programs 
while implementing full-day kinder-
garten (24 teachers).

Over the past six years, North Clacka-
mas maintained consistent enrollment 
but cut 250 teaching positions and 20 
administrative positions.  Our students 
attend classes at the elementary level 
with as many as 35 students.  At the 
high school level, it is not uncommon 
for math, English, or science classes to 
have over 42 students.  

Our curriculum materials are 
10-15 years old.  Not only 
are textbooks falling 
apart, they don’t address 
new state standards. 

$7.5 billion maintains North Clacka-
mas’ current scaled-backed level of 
programs and services. It would allow 
us to implement full-day kindergarten 
and restore a handful of support staff 
and teaching positions – reducing class 
sizes in some schools and lowering 
special education caseloads. 

North Clackamas would still have some 
of the largest class sizes in the country.  
Our school nurses would be respon-
sible for more than 2,000 students 
each.  And, some of our high school 
counselors would have more than 500 
students on their caseloads.  

This funding level does nothing to re-
store previously reduced positions, nor 
to change the fundamental conditions 
that have caused Oregon to 
be ranked near the U.S. 
basement in class size, 
graduation and closing 
the achievement gap.

This funding level would allow North 
Clackamas to make targeted improve-
ments in reducing class sizes, purchase 
new curriculum materials aligned to 
current state standards, invest in early 
learning programs, provide targeted 
professional development for teach-
ers, and to begin to tackle years of 
deferred maintenance projects.  

We would be able to return class 
sizes, along with nurse, counseling, 
and special education caseloads, to 
near prerecession levels. We would 
have state revenue to purchase new 
math, English, and science curriculum to 
replace outdated materials.

North Clackamas would invest in 
pre-kindergarten and early learning 
programs ensuring more students are 
reading at grade level by the end of 
third grade. Strategies would include 
summer and after school programs for 
struggling readers, a 
jump-start to kindergarten 
summer program, and 
materials for families.

- $77/
Student


