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A state funding level of $7.235 billion 
would leave Silver Falls School District 
over $800,000 short to maintain cur-
rent staffing levels.  It will not keep 
pace with anticipated enrollment 
growth, roll up costs and other infla-
tionary costs.  Silver Falls School Board 
has committed  itself to full day kinder-
garten,  a decision based upon “what’s 
good for kids”. This funding level is not 
good for kids. All other grades will 
be impacted by staff reductions and 
increased class sizes. District priorities 
such as facility maintenance, safety, 
and technology will not be sufficiently 
addressed at this funding level.   It is 
time for Silver Falls and all 
Oregon school districts to 
experience adequate 
funding to best support 
the needs  of all students. 

A funding level of $7.5 billion allows 
Silver Falls to maintain current staffing 
levels and services while adding full-
day kindergarten.  

However,  this funding level will make 
it challenging to address all of the 
local priorities identified in the district 
Strategic Visioning Plan.  These include 
strategies to support adequate student 
attendance, interventions to support 
struggling learners and the addition of 
a school resource officer at all schools  
in the district.  

This funding level will also make it 
difficult to increase instructional hours 
at all schools to the national average.  
While we will function, delays in full 
supports for each student will likely 
continue.  

A State School Fund of $7.875 allows 
Silver Falls Schools to transition from 
adequate to thriving.  

Support for schools at this level means 
complete programs and services for 
students who need them the most.  
These include student counseling and 
mental health supports.  It will allow 
for sufficient and long-term invest-
ment in facility maintenance projects, 
technology infrastructure and equip-
ment.    The priorities identified  in the 
district  Strategic Visioning Plan can be 
realized.   

Over  time this investment will result in 
greater third grade literacy, contin-
ued improvement in graduation rates, 
improved outcomes for ELL students 
and reduced achievement gaps.  This 
funding level will provide a greater 
opportunity to move forward…togeth-
er and to continue our long-established 
standard of high 
achievement for 
each student.- $97/

Student


