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Seeing Out of Both Eyes: 
An Approach to ELD 

Lesson Planning



1. THE FOUNDATION: How did we 
get started?

2. THE UNIT: What choices brought 
us here?

3. THE FUTURE: Where do we go 
from here?

What we will share today



THE FOUNDATION
(Spring 2014)

● Common Core and district 
math initiatives

● ELP Standards and the ELP PLT 
Grant 



1. Content Teachers expecting shifts
a.  in content with CCSS
b.  in pedagogy with math practice standards  

2. Math TOSAs hired to help with transition
3. Teacher Development Group contracted to run 

Math Studio
4. Pedagogical practice of Structured Talk shared 

with all teachers in district
5. District-level PLCs with ELD teachers attending

Common Core 
and District Math Initiatives





● 3 Best Practice days in summer
● Ongoing professional development
● Focus on discourse in the math classroom

● Public Records
● Structured Talks
● Selecting and Sequencing
● Mathematical Representations
● Conferring with Students

Math Studio



Begin with think time

Follow a prescribed structure that provides 
status-free and equitable talk time

Focus on each group member’s mathematical 
reasoning, sense making, representation, 
justification, and/or generalizations

End with a discussion comparing their ideas

Structured Student Talk



Grant team assembled April 2014 
(included math and ELL TOSAS)

Began ELP standards implementation in 
district

Attended PLT conferences with the 
amazing Tim Blackburn

ELP Standards 
and ELP PLT Grant



Create vision for direction Albany would go with 
ELP standards

Team members and district ELD teachers 
participated in MOOC

Collaboration time for ELP team to create an ELP 
aligned instructional unit with common core 
correspondences

Attend PLT conferences to collaborate with other 
districts

Create professional learning opportunities for 
mainstream and ELD teachers alike

Grant Funds



1. Focus on what is best for students

2. Growth mindset

3. Time and effort

4. Moving forward

5. Setting and meeting goals

Keys to Collaboration 
ELP PLT Grant Team



Chose math as our content area:
1. district level focus on math 

professional development
2. expertise of math TOSA
3. models the type of integration of 

content and language advocated for by 
the ELP Standards (page 3)

THE UNIT



Used what we learned from PLT 
conference on task analysis and applied 
that to our unit creation

1. Backwards design
2. Started with the product we wanted 

from students
3. Incorporated math content and ELP 

standards
4. Complete a task analysis

Creating the Unit



•
–

•
–

•
–

•
–

•
–



http://www.tesol.org/docs/default-source/papers-and-briefs/professional-paper-26-march-2014.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.tesol.org/docs/default-source/papers-and-briefs/professional-paper-26-march-2014.pdf?sfvrsn=2


Chose a real academic task from CMP3 
curriculum, which are the current 
materials being piloted by middle school 
math teachers.

(Sidenote: This collaboration has the 
potential to inform math instructional 
materials adoption when considering 
equitable access to content.)









Sifted out the language 
from the task



ELP Standards 4, 5, 7, 9, and 10

Math Standards  

Integrated language and content 
standards in learning targets



To see our complete unit go here:
https://drive.google.com/a/albany.k12.
or.us/folderview?
id=0B4pdLsVvFLKFS1dzYzFqVnhjUGc&u
sp=sharing



1. Focus on what is best for students

2. Growth mindset

3. Time and effort

4. Moving forward

5. Setting and meeting goals

Keys to Collaboration
Building Level



Discuss with your table groups:
1. Where are you at in your 

building/district?
2. How would this type of collaboration 

get started or continue?
3. What are your next steps?

THE FUTURE



Leah Hinkle leah.hinkle@albany.k12.or.us 

Jessica Oleman jessica.oleman@albany.k12.or.us

Jennifer Vomocil jennifer.vomocil@albany.k12.or.us

Heather Huzefka heather.huzefka@albany.k12.or.us

Timothy Blackburn timothy.blackburn@state.or.us

Interdistrict collaboration is great! So is 
intra-district collaboration. Contact us!
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