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Setting the Stage 

�  How did you feel at the beginning of the 
session? Were you uncomfortable? 

�  Did you understand what you were being 
asked to do? 

�  What prior knowledge was assumed? 
�  How would you rate the difficulty of the 

vocabulary? 
�  What level of ELD student do you think could 

reasonably complete this observation lab? 

The Observation: Use your senses 
“The Hissing Cockroaches of Madagascar” 
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� This 1974 Supreme 
Court decision 
places the 
responsibility to 
educate ELL’s 
regardless of English 
ability firmly on the 
school district 

The Lau Decision 



David Douglas High School 
� More than 40% of 

students have been 
or currently are 
served by our ELD 
program. 

�   48 different 
languages are 
spoken 



Home Language Break Down 
David Douglas High School 



The top 10 Home Languages in the 
David Douglas District 



Number of ESL students by 
Level 
� Level 1=35 
� Level 2=42 
� Level 3=61 
� Level 4=63 
� Level 5=47 

� Total number of DDHS Students =2939 
� Total number of HS ESL Students=248 (8%) 



Language Acquisition 

� The #1 factor in a 
student’s success with 
second language 
acquisition is literacy in 
the first language. 



How long does it take for secondary 
students to learn English? 

� All known research confirms that it takes 
5-7 years to become literate in a new 
language- that’s the best case scenario. 

 
� For students who are not literate in a first 

language, and/or those who have 
experienced trauma, it is more likely 7-10 
years!* 

        
      *Krashen, et.al. 



 
Types of English Language Learners  

� Literate students possess an education and can read and 
write. 

� Preliterate students speak a language whose written form 
is rare or does not exist 

� Non-literate students (formerly illiterate)speak a language 
that has a written form, but they have not learned to read 
or write it themselves.  

� Semi-literate students have some formal education and 
are able to read and write at an elementary level (usually 
up to grade 4 reading level)  



Who are David Douglas High  
School ELL’s? 
�  Ben is 16,  literate and educated in his first language. 

He entered DDHS as a level 1. Within one year, he 
was able to move to level 3. He will graduate on 
time.  

 
�  Jasmine is 16. She is somewhat literate in her first 

language. She has been in refugee camps for 3 
years. She entered DDHS as a level 1. Within one year, 
she is a very low level 2. She will need at least five 
years in order to graduate.  

 
�  Rose is 16. She has never been to school and is pre-

literate. She has been in level 1 for three years.  



The ESL Program at David Douglas High School 
 

Legend:  
1.  The classes in italics are ELD specific classes for the exception of 

SI Language Arts 3 and 4 which are core classes. 
2.  The classes that aren’t in italics are core content classes taught 

by ESL teachers for ELL students. 



Example of a Level 2 Student Schedule 



Example of a Level 3 Student Schedule 



Why is secondary instruction of ELL’s 
different from elementary?  

� Research shows 
that language and 
literacy are much 
harder to acquire 
after the age of 
12.*  

* Dulay, Ellis, McKay, et.al. 



Why is secondary instruction of ELL’s  
different from elementary?  

� High school classes 
are taught for credit. 

� When students fail, 
they must retake the 
entire class OR 
complete credit 
retrieval, an after 
school computer 
based program.  



3rd grade science assignment example 



High School science assignment example 



Alondra: ELD 2 Student 



Why Academic Language for 
science? 
�  Level 2/3 students had a high failure rate in 

science classes 
�  Literate students possessing science 

knowledge in a first language failed 
�  Non-literate students without science 

knowledge in a first language failed 
�  CCSS and SBAC assume prior knowledge 

learned in grades K-8 
�  As a result, we developed a class to better 

prepare ELL’s for the rigors of the science 
classes and SBAC 



Collaboration 
 
�  Science and ELD teachers worked extensively 

to determine the science knowledge the ELL’s 
were lacking 

�  Science teachers made science curriculum 
available to ELD teachers 

�  Using the CCSS for science, units were 
mapped out to fill in the gaps for General 
Science and Biology 

�  Vocabulary lists were developed for each unit 



Academic Language 
for Social Studies and ELA 

� ELD teachers identified knowledge gaps 
for ELL’s.  

� For example, High School US History 
covers 1900-present 

� However, students who entered US 
schools at the high school level had no 
exposure to events prior to 1900 

� The CCSS and SBAC assume prior 
knowledge gained in grades K-8  



Sharon Webster: Vice Principal of David Douglas High School 



Ecology Unit 



Ecology: The Food Web  
� At what trophic level will you find the 

most energy? 
� Write a paragraph explaining how 

the extinction of the damsel fish 
affects the food web. 



 Answers 



Next Steps: Data Collection 

� Pull ELL students’ grades from 3 years prior 
to the offering of Academic Language. 

� Look at data from last year and this year. 
� Compare students’ failure rate before the 

offering of the Academic Language 
classes and after. 

Note: The intention it is not to look for a causal 
relationship in the results. The intention is rather 
to look for degree of correlation.  

 



Before you leave…  
� What were the aha moments from this 

presentation? 
� What are some suggestions or comments 

you would like to share? 
 
Our Contact Information: 
-Alexandra Buys  
 alexandra_buys@ddouglas.k12.or.us 
-Jennifer Healey 
jennifer_healey@ddouglas.k12.or.us 
 
 


