Storyline:
An effective and engaging
method to teach English.

What is Storyline?

¥

Overview of Storyline Method

Presenters
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History of Storyline

Elements of Storyline

oSetting
oCharacters
oDaily Rhythms
olncidents

oCulmination
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r Characters

Daily Rhythms

Incidents

Culmination

& 3

Episodes and Key Questions

oEpisodes: frame the story
oKey Questions: guide story
oBig and broad
oSupport student responses
oFollowed by activities
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Why Storyline for ELD?

oauthentic context

ofour domains of language
ocreative language use
oStudent engagement!
oTeacher engagement!
oFun!

Episode 1:
Mr. Plumbean’s Street

Storyline & ELD
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The Orange Splot ELD
Storyline

The Big
Orange °

Splot
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Key Questions

oWhat is the setting of this story? %
oWhere is Mr. Plumbean’s street located? E plsode 2:

oHow would you describe the neighborhood? Mr. Plumbean’s N e|gh bors
0“The houses on Mr. Plumbean’s street were

neat and boring. They were all exactly the
same.”

Key Questions

o6Who lives on Mr. Plumbean’s
street?

oWho will you be?

| will be Mr./Ms.

oWhere will you live?

I will live next to :

| will live down the street from




Characters

Student Biography Example

PRINCESS

¥

©

Daily Rhythms Writing

What is it like to live on Mr.
Plumbean’s boring street?

Tell what you do in the morning,
afternoon and night.

Character Biographies

Student Biography Example

MOVIE
DIRECTOR

Daily Rhythms Example

Whatis tlike tolive on a treet where everything is the
same? Tell what you do in the morning, afternoon and
night on a normal day.

Enally T o0 Toke & :MWTJWJV}\Fﬁ
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Episode 3: The Splot
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Key Questions

What do you think about the big
orange splot?
*process drama

Why do you think Mr. Plumbean
should paint his house?

Episode 4:
The Transformation—Mr.
Plumbean loses his marbles.

Key Question

What do you think of Mr.
Plumbean’s new house?

I think Mr. Plumbean’s new house is

In my opinion, Mr. Plumbean’s new
house is
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What simile would you use to
describe Mr. Plumbean’s house?

Student simile examples:

olt was like a circus.

olt was like a fair.

olt was like a zoo.

olt was like a party house.

What would we say?

Mr. Plumbean has...
0...gone crazy.
o0...gone cuckoo.
o...lost his mind.
4

...gone bananas.

Key Questions

Where do you think Mr.
Plumbean will put the new
things he has collected?

How would you describe Mr.

Plumbean’s new house?
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Wheve do you Frink M,_ﬂ,‘,;,l
woll put w hings he has

Day 8: )
Iput the L20 Und 1V in front of the

f

1 put the Lmal Pumiicon the right side of the house.
1 put the ygpainercc on the left side of the house.

Tputduoln Buthel waaclNee iy

What were some of the things that were the same and different about
your drawings and Mr. Plumbean’s house?

My drawing didn’t have the _Oll iﬁg\m

n e middle
I put the 00 prin) beside the aCinhite
but in the book 102 J\in 1r2eS  oke foaines

¥

Describing Mr. Plumbean’s House

0“Mr. Plumbean’s house is now colorful and
crowded. There is an alligator between the
palm trees. Mr. Plumbean’s house is like a
jungle.” -3 Grade Intermediate Student

0“Mr. Plumbean’s house is now crazy and wild.
There is a hammock in between the palm
trees. Mr. Plumbean’s house is like a rainbow

explosion.” -3 Grade Intermediate Student

&
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Disgruntled Neighbors

Key Question

Do you think that all the houses should
look the same? Why or why not?

Opinion Writing

Do you think that all the houses should
look the same? Why or why not?

Student Writing Example

In ty 0P 00 (f pluaben  Showi  paint

hs howse  hige 2T WoS T WAk w4 Sheas Keep

Dwf STieeT  pe ant Dl STfer Vhs 0N & Near
X ¢ Flnfirn Qames v house

T i tale

WA oS N

The €61 @5on 15 50 W Wont be Scfeald 0x an

A TN The (Mighbo S alt mas T \ng  Chack)

houft AN W (AT T W vhiuld TusT
S wuse how .

Episode 5: The Talk

3/6/15

10



Key Questions

Do you think Mr. Plumbean has gone too
far?

Do you think that all the houses should
look the same? Why or why not?

Key Question

What do you think Mr. Plumbean
will say to his neighbor?

| think Mr. Plumbean will say
to his neighbor.

Episode 6:
The Street of Our
Dreams
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Key Questions

Why do you think the neighbor changed his house
after talking to Mr. Plumbean?

1 think the neighbor changed his house because

What is your dream?
What would your house of dreams look like?

Ms. Iris
Dream: Ballet Dancer
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Mr. Conall Edwards
Dream: Weight Lifter

Ms. Matilda
Dream: Magician

%252

Ms. Alice
Dream: Princess

Mr. Lewis Taylor
Dream: Pro Surfer

©

Mr. Trevor Parker
Dream: Treasure Hunter

Mr. Williams
Dream: Pro Soccer Player
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Episode 7: Strangers Arrive

Key Questions

Who are these people?
These people are ;

How do you think they feel about
our neighborhood?

| think that
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Episode 8: Culmination

Retell-Process Drama

ELP Standards & Storyline

°

Tying Storyline to the ELP
Standards

oSmall group discussion: review what happened in the
story so far.

oStudents work in partners to create a simile describing
what Mr. Plumbean’s house looks like (Mr. Plumbean’s
house was like a jungle because /Mr.
Plumbean’s house looked like an explosion because

OExit Ticket: Students create their own simile: It was like a

oStudents describe Mr. Plumbean’s house by filling in
CLOZE sentences using adjectives and prepositions of
location (to the right of, on top of, in between, etc.)

Tying Storyline to the ELP
Standards

oStudents describe what they (as members of the
neighborhood) should do about Mr. Plumbean: |
think we (should)....

oStudents use figurative language to describe Mr.
Plumbean: Mr. Plumbean...(has gone crazy, is out
of his mind, etc.)

oStudents describe where the things that Mr.
Plumbeam added to his house are located. (In
back of the there was a . Therewas a
(adjective), (adjective) (noun) (i.e. tall, green tree).
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Tying Storyline to the ELP

Standards ((‘

oStudents work with partners to practice asking and

sl T ke tau-
> = e ¥
et E el Fih e

answering questions using previously practiced frames: m— .

Did you put the behind/in front of/in the middle

of and ? Yes/no, | put the.... “In my classroom we just do regular school stuff. | like coming to
oStudents describe what was the same and different group because we do Storyline.”

between their house and the book’s illustrations of Mr.

Plumbean’s house: My drawing didn’t have next to/ = : : -

in front of/behind . | put the next to the My favorite part of the day is ELL.

but in the book... Neither drawing has ., etc.

oStudents discuss Whgther they think all the houses should “Recess, recess, recess, Storyline, Storyline, Storyline, recess,

look the same or ifit's okay to be different, and explain recess, recess, Storyline, Storyline, Storyline, recess, recess,

why they think so.

recess...”

Contact Information

caitlin.vallerga@bend.k12.or.us
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