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OREGON’S SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS 
STILL NAMED OAKS 

After reflecting on the naming conventions of 

Oregon’s suite of assessments, the Oregon 

Department of Education will continue to use Oregon 

Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) as the 

name of their comprehensive assessment system.  



WHAT STANDARDS 
WILL BE ASSESSED? 



OAKS 2014-2015 
STANDARDS BEING ASSESSED 

Oregon’s Common Core State Standards  
English Language Arts/Literacy (2010) 

Mathematics (2010) 

Oregon Content Standards 
Science (2009) 

Social Sciences (2001) 

English Language Proficiency (2005) 

Kindergarten (2012)  

Previous Oregon Content Standards 
Reading/Literature 12th Grade Retest (2002) 

Writing 12th Grade Retest (2002) 

Mathematics 12th Grade Retest (2009) 

 

 

 



OAKS 2014-2015 
STANDARDS ASSESSED 

Oregon’s Common Core State Standards  
English Language Arts/Literacy (2010) 

Mathematics (2010) 

The Smarter Balanced Mathematics and English 

Language Arts/Literacy assessments are based on 

Oregon’s  Common Core State Standards 



OAKS 2014-2015 
STANDARDS ASSESSED 

Oregon’s Science Standards (adopted in 2009) 

Oregon’s Social Sciences Standards  

(adopted in 2001) 



OAKS 2014-2015  
STANDARDS ASSESSED 

 

Oregon’s ELPA Standards (adopted in 2005) 



OAKS 2014-2015 
STANDARDS ASSESSED 

Oregon’s Early Learning Standards (The Head Start 

Child Development and Early Learning 

Framework)adopted in 2012. 

For children ages 3-5, the skill expectations of 

entering Kindergarteners are defined by the Child 

Development and Early Learning Framework.  

 



OAKS 2014-2015 
STANDARDS ASSESSED 

Grade 12 Reading/Literature Re-test  
(content standards adopted in 2002) 

Grade 12 Writing Re-test  
(content standards adopted in 2002) 

Grade 12 Mathematics Re-test  
(content standards adopted in 2009) 

Oregon’s Previous 

Content Standards: 



OAKS 
SYSTEM COMPONENTS 



OAKS SYSTEM COMPONENTS 

Test Information 
Distribution Engine 

(TIDE) 
 

• Student 

demographic 
information collected 

• Student test settings 
entered 

Test Delivery System 
(TDS):  

TA Interface 
 

• Test sessions 

created 
• Students approved 

to test 
 

_______________ 
 

Test Delivery System 
(TDS): 

Student Interface 
 

• Students log into 

tests 
• Students take tests 

Online Reporting 
System  
(ORS) 

 
• Test results 

reported 
Item Tracking System 

(ITS) 
 

• Test questions created 
reviewed, and edited 

• Questions assembled 
into tests 



OAKS 
DEPLOYMENT TIMELINE 



OAKS 
DEPLOYMENT TIMELINE 

Interim TAM Available 
Online 

August 1, 2014 

Secure Browser 
Application for iPad, 

Android, and 
Chromebooks 

August 1, 2014 

Kindergarten 
Assessment Window 

Opens 

August 11, 2014 

Kindergarten 
Assessment DTC 

Training 

August 20, 2014 

Secure Browsers for 
PCs and Mac’s 

≈ September 1, 2014 

Practice Tests 
Available 

October 1, 2014 

TIDE Goes Live 

October 1, 2014 

Secure Browser for 
Linux 

≈ October 15, 2014 

Kindergarten 
Assessment Window 

Closes 

October 23, 2014 



OAKS 
DEPLOYMENT TIMELINE 

OAKS Initial Testing 
Windows Open 

(S, SS, ELPA,  

and 12th Gr. Re-tests) 

January 6, 2015 

Reports Go Live 

January 6, 2015 

Smarter Balanced 
Tests Available 

March 3, 2015 

ELPA Window Closes 

April 15, 2015 

OAKS & Smarter 
Balanced Windows 

Close 

June 12, 2015 



WHAT NEW FEATURES WILL 
BE ADDED THIS YEAR? 



NEW IN THE OAKS PORTAL 

New OAKS Portal URL:  

oaksportal.org 

 

New Look and Feel: 

 

 

 

 

 

Organization remains the same. 

www.oaksportal.org


NEW IN THE OAKS PORTAL 

User Registration and Email Alerts 

 

Users can register to 

receive alerts when 

new Announcements 

or Resources are 

posted on the portal. 



NEW IN THE OAKS PORTAL 

New Organization of Resources: 
 



NEW IN THE OAKS PORTAL 

New Resources Search Feature: 

 

 



NEW IN THE LOG-IN SYSTEM 

AIR’s Common 

Logon System 

(CLS) replaced by 

OpenAM.  

 

OpenAM 

- Widely adopted off 

the shelf product 

- Performance 

benefits 

- Ability to support 

integration with 

other client systems 

 

 



NEW IN THE TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM 

Geographically Distributed (GEO) 
System: 
 

Infinitely scalable: Can support more simultaneous users 
Session IDs: New naming convention (not based on TA’s 
name) 
Easier to get back into sessions that were unintentionally 
closed or paused. Buttons added to message TA sees if 
the TA tries to start a new session and already has an 
active session: 
- Rejoin session 
- Close Session 
Participation reports will show number of questions 
student responded to rather than number of questions 
selected for a student. 



NEW IN THE TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM 

Redesigned skin 

Big reasons-  

 (1) de-emphasize 

 the navigation  

 (2) emphasize 

 the content 

 



NEW IN THE TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM 

Increased visibility 
on item tools 
 

 Resolves 
problems where 
item tools such as 
TTS are hidden 
from the student.  

 Collapses all item 
tools into a menu 
in the top right 
corner of an 
item. This menu 
will always be 
visible. 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW IN THE TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM 

System Volume 
Control 
 

Change System 

Volume while 

inside the test 

New setting Cog 

Wheel in top 

right corner of 

User Interface 

 



NEW IN THE TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM 

Pause Audio Button 
 

Standard  audio 

playback supports 

only play/stop. 

New widget 

enables pausing 

an audio. 

 



NEW IN THE TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM 

Paginated item groups 
 

Displays item groups 

one item at a time. 

No need to scroll 

vertically. 

Will have option to 

prevent students from 

seeing items if they 

resume after grace 

period.  



NEW IN THE TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM 

Masking Tool 
 

Allows student 

to draw 

masks/boxes 

on screen to 

hide portions 

of screen. 

Boxes can be 

closed and 

redrawn. 



NEW IN THE TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM 

Chromebook Kiosk Application: 

 
Replaces Chromebook Accounts 

 

The “AIR Secure Test” application will be available 

in the Chrome Web Store.  



NEW IN THE TEST INFORMATION 
DISTRIBUTION ENGINE (TIDE) 

New report showing a list of students in a roster. 

More auditing information (timestamps and end 

dates) for attribute information. 

More scalability so TIDE responds more quickly 

during periods of heavy load. 

New field to enter primary disability code (for 

students who have one) 



NEW IN THE ONLINE REPORTING SYSTEM 

Three buttons on ORS landing page: 

Scores for students who were mine at the end of the 

selected administration 

Scores for my current students 

Scores for students who were mine when they tested during 

the selected administration 

Increased capacity during periods of heavy load. 



NEW IN THE ONLINE REPORTING SYSTEM 

Three drop-down menus for reporting: 

OAKS/Smarter Balanced 

ELPA  

Grade 12 Retest 



MESSAGING 

Who needs to know about these changes and how 

can we spread the word most efficiently? 



OAKS PORTAL MESSAGING:  
THE INFORMATION 

New Look, Same Name 

OAKS is an umbrella term for Oregon’s full suite of statewide 
assessments 

New Content 

Clarify assessments available through OAKS portal 

Introduce addition of Smarter Balanced tests 

New Functions 

Address top-of-mind concerns that have been fixed 

Volume adjustment; Pausing, fast-forwarding, rewinding through audio and 
video; Blackout boxes (i.e. “masking tool”) 

New functions and organization to make Test Administrators’ lives a bit easier 

 

 



OAKS PORTAL MESSAGING:   
CREATING SPREAD 

Update your colleagues 

Include discussion of OAKS portal revisions in meetings 

Ensure internal understanding for accurate conversations 

with external partners (i.e. parents) 

Update your students 

Make sure those who will use the portal to take tests know 

about and feel comfortable using its new features 

 



BREAKOUT 
DISCUSSIONS 



JOIN A BREAKOUT DISCUSSION 

2014-2015 Statewide Assessment 

Standards that will be assessed  (Kathleen) 

New features (Elizabeth) 

Messaging (Jess) 

 

 



WRAP UP 


