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Environment 



More Than a Bumper Sticker 
 Voice= Volume 

 Amplify the ideas they are already trying to share 

 Announce ideas they’ve been afraid to or unwilling to 
share (or didn’t know they had) 

 Advocate for their own learning needs 

 Choice= Chaos 

 Encourage a place of organized creativity (chaos) 

 “Our real discoveries come from chaos, from going to 
the place that looks wrong and stupid and foolish.”  
― Chuck Palahniuk, Invisible Monsters 

 Prioritize communication & collaboration 

 Assess learning outcomes based on their learning 
styles 



Partners In Teaching & Learning 

Stakeholders, Collaborators, Co-Constructors &  

 Co- Conspirators, Guides 

Partnership 
 Formalized role in the decision making about their learning 

Activism 
 Identify problems & generate academic solutions 

Leadership 
 Assume the responsibility for the outcomes 



Quit Playing The Game 

  “The agreement between teacher and students to 
exhibit a facade of orderly purposefulness is a 
conspiracy for the least, the least hassle for anyone.” 

•      - Janet Allen, It’s Never Too Late for Literacy 



3 Tenets Of Voice & Choice 

Trust 

Access 

Personalization  



Trust  

 Change in Core Beliefs 

 All kids can learn…if all educators are 
willing 

 All kids can learn… if all opportunities 
are present 

 All kids can learn… if given the 
freedom to take control 

 Growth Mindset 

 Intelligence & interest are malleable 

 Culture of positivity, inclusion &  

 risk-taking 



Let Go & Facilitate 

 Give up your spot at the front 

 Let learners find new, creative ways 
to grapple with new information 

 Let their ideas guide the flow of the 
classroom 

 Ebb & flow  

 Let them hold you accountable 

 Have they graded you lately? 



Making Way For Learner Voice & 
Choice 



Ebb & Flow Of Learner Voice & 
Choice 



Creating Accountability 



Access 

 Clear Objectives 

 End goals 

 Flexible structures 

 Self-assess, progress monitor & 
independently move 

 Digital Access & Transparency 

 www.LHSEnglish.com 

 LF Websites 

 Portals to necessary resources 

 Google Drive 

 Criteria & Rubrics 

 



Flexible Structures 



Self-assess & progress monitor 



Portals & 24 /7 learning 



Personalization & Purpose 

 Know your learners’ interests 

 Investigate their beliefs 

 Establish their backgrounds 

 Have them create driving 
questions 

 Dig deep into their exigency  
 



Personalization &  
Purpose 
 Project-Based Learning 

 21st Century Skills 

 Independent & Group Products 

 Authentic Audiences 

 

 



Following Their Lead 



Voice & Choice In Action 



Personalization & Purpose 

 Know your learners’ abilities 

 ELLs 

 Modify without diminishing  

 What kind of voice & choice can we create 
within their stage of language acquisition?  

 Resource 

 Specific learning modes 

 Let their comfort zone be the guide 

 Ahead of Pace, Level 4  

 Contextualized, college-styled 

 Become the facilitator 

 Lead the solutions 

 



Reflection & Progress 

Learners have earned it 

Reflection 

Sense of accomplishment 



Voice & Choice=  
Fire just waiting for FUEL 


