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What does it mean to be “proficient” in 

English? 

Structural aspects 

– Morphology 

– Phonology 

– Vocabulary  

– Syntax rules 

 

– Produce and understand oral language 

– Produce and understand written text 

 

 

 

 



What does it mean to be “proficient” in 

English? 
 

 

 

 



Speech acts 

• “Doing” with language 

• Interested in talk as action, not in 

grammatical features 

 

Refusal: 

– I don’t think we should do that OR 

– How about we write about lizards instead? 

OR 

– You crazy? 



What can English 

learners do with their 

emerging English?  



An example… 



Activity #1: English language 

proficiency and student talk 

1. In groups, identify two students under 
the Example column of Table 3 

2. For each of the two students, guess their 
English language proficiency level 

– Beginning, Early Intermediate, Intermediate, 
Early Advanced, Advanced 



Focal Student 
CST ELA Score  
(gr 3) 

CELDT score  
(gr 4) 

Reclassified 

Silver Far Below Basic 
Early 

Intermediate 

Alexandra Far Below Basic Beginning  

Jack Below Basic Intermediate 

Jenny Below Basic Intermediate 

Dominic Proficient Early Advanced  Y  

Josey Basic Early Advanced  Y 

Olivia Proficient Intermediate 

Tommy Proficient 
Early Advanced  

 
Y 



How can we use student 

talk to analyze 

progression under the 

new standards?  



English Language Arts  

4.SL.1c 

Pose and respond to specific questions to 
clarify or follow up on information, and 
make comments that contribute to the 
discussion and link to the remarks of others 



Step 1: Identify the expectations 

embedded within the standard 

(1) Pose specific questions to clarify or follow up on 
information 

 

(2) Respond to specific question to clarify or follow up     
 on information 

 

(3) Make comments that contribute to the discussion 

 

(4) Make comments that link to the remarks of others 



Step 2: Identify the speech acts 

within the expectations  

What must students do to  

Make comments that link to the remarks of 
others? 

 confirm, disagree, agree, supportive assertion 

 



Activity #2: Student talk and the 

new CCSS 

1. In groups, select one standard  

2. Identify the expectations embedded 
within the standard 

3. Identify the speech acts (using Table 3) 
that  students must be able to do 



Thank you!  
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