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Objectives: 

¤  Describe the components of a standards-based learning 
system 

¤  Analyze the impact on these components for ELL students 
in mainstream classrooms 

¤  Analyze the impact on these components for ELL students 
in ELD classrooms 

¤  Discuss aspects that can be applied in your school or 
district 



What is a Standards-Based Learning 
System? 

¤  Clear learning targets 

¤  Balance between formative and summative assessment 

¤  Multiple opportunities and ways to demonstrate proficiency 

¤  Flexibility for individual learners 

¤  Equity and consistency across the district 

¤  Clear communication about student learning 

¤  Student involved assessment 



Clear learning targets 
¤  District-wide Articulation Teams, who organize the CCSS and other 

state and national standards into Long-term and Supporting 
Learning Targets for each course. 

 



Clear learning targets 
¤  English Language Development learning targets and rubrics. 

 



Balance between formative and 
summative assessment 

¤  Students have ample opportunities to 
practice during the learning. 

¤  Teachers must utilize strategies to build 
students’ background knowledge and 
ensure students’ have the academic 
vocabulary necessary to access the 
academic content.   

¤  Teachers may use quizzes and exit tickets to 
inform their instruction. 

¤  Teachers know most students will be 
successful on summative tests and projects. 



Multiple opportunities and ways to 
demonstrate proficiency 

¤  Beaverton uses a Collection of Evidence model to determine 
student proficiency levels on each learning target.   

¤  As students increase in proficiency, less evidence may be 
necessary to determine the student’s level. 

 



Flexibility for individual learners 
¤  In order for ELLs to succeed academic content standards, ELP 

standards, as well as highly qualified content and ELD teachers are 
needed. 

¤  ESL teachers collaborate with teams of content area teachers to 
ensure that appropriate scaffolding and accommodations are in 
place so that ELL students can access the language and content as 
well as demonstrate their proficiency. 



Equity and consistency across the 
district 

¤  Student success will not be predicted based on race, 
ethnicity, family economics, mobility, gender, sexual 
orientation, disability or initial proficiencies. 

¤  Diversity and bilingualism are honored as assets. 

¤  Teachers uses common language, common assessments, 
and common rubrics across the district. 

¤  Teachers and district facilitators know the difference between 
equity and equality and this helps to influence district 
decisions. 



Clear communication about student 
learning 

¤  Standards provide a tool for defining the language as well as 
the content that ELLs are expected to achieve.   

¤  Grades clearly reflect student academic achievement on the 
long-term learning targets.  Behaviors are communicated 
separately. 



Student involved assessment 
¤  “When students are required to meet certain standards in the 

classroom, they learn to evaluate their own skill levels and 
growth. When students continuously revise their own 
performance levels, they attain higher levels of self-sufficiency 
and self-worth.” – TeachThought.com 

    

¤  “Students are very important users of assessment information, 
making critical decisions about themselves as learners.  These 
decisions can have important motivational consequences.” – 
Rick Stiggins 



Video Example of the Components in 
Action 

¤  Teaching Channel  

¤  Middle School Vocabulary Development                            
– aligned to CCSS 



Discussion:  Compare and 
contrast BSD’s implementation to 
that in your own school or district. 



Questions and Answers 


