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“Jose knows 3 colors in Spanish and 3 in Engllsh 
(same 3), he is labeled 'limited' in L1 and L2 
  
Bill knows 5 colors all in English.  He is labeled as 
'average'. 
  
Who knows more? 
  
Our current paradigms are deficit oriented with 
regard to simultaneous bilingualism. 
  
We need to develop an asset based theory 
about simultaneous bilingualism.  " 
  
 -Dr. Kathy Escamilla 2013  English Learners Alliance Conference 



Agenda 
§ Video: Compare Math Language 
 
§ Build Background of Math Language Frames Work 
 
§ Take a Trip to Bolivia 
 
§ Analyze Homework 
 
§ Video: Connect Use of Academic Language to Homework 
 
§ Activity: Practice using Math Language 
 
§ Read & Reflect 
 
§ Q & A 

 



What language would you rather hear? 

Math Talk! 



Student-Centered Activities 

When students are working in pairs or small groups, are they on task 
and using the precise academic language required for the activity? 
 
What strategies can we use to guide students toward this goal? 



 
 
Background 

 
§  84 schools trained between 2010-2012 in Portland 

 

SIOP / Sheltered Instruction 

“I agree this is great teaching for 
ELLs, but there are 8 components, 30 
features…I simply don’t have time to 

implement all of this in my 
classroom.” 

Turn and talks are great, 
but how do I know that my 
kids are really talking about 

the concept? How do I 
keep them on track? 



Language Frames Connected to 
the Math Content 

sentenceframes.com 



How does this connect to our families?   















The Home Connection 



Video Debrief 

§ Find a shoulder partner 
 
§ Discuss: 

§ Mathematical Content of the Activity 
§  Language Components of the Activity 
§ Questions, Connections and Insights 



Let’s play! 



Actions taken… 

§ Making visual step by step directions for the K-2 math homework 
 
§ Translating them into the top 5 languages  
 
§ Providing a academic sentence frame in both languages for 

families to use as they are interacting with the homework 



It is one thing to just send it home, 
but another to teach families how 
to use the tools… 



Family Math Night 
Woodmere Elementary 

bienvenido 

welcome 

欢迎 soo dhaweyn 

ласкаво просимо 

добро пожаловать 
ຍiນດ%ຕ'ອນຮ*ບ 

zoo siab txais tos 

maligayang pagdating 

ترحيب 
 chào đónברוך הבא 









Review 

2. Visual Directions 
Connected to 
Core Homework  

5. These Resources in 
Multiple Languages  

3. Language Frames 
Connected to Core 
Homework 

1.  Language Frames Connected to Core Content  

4. Opportunities 
for Parents to 
learn about tools 

Providing Access to Content  



Pair Read Reflect 



  

 Why do you think the Rosann Tung wrote this? 

I think she wrote it because ___________. 
 

 

What part of this statement resonates with you?  Why? 

The part of the text that states, __________  
resonates with me because __________. 

How do we apply this statement to our experience? 

I think it can teach us ___________.  

 

 

 

 



Q & A 

Justin Johnson 
 
jmjohnson@pps.net 
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www.sentenceframes.com 


